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25X1A6a notes

nlace in Bangkok

batwaﬁ Frew Lao leadarq
and Baron Patry! : oymer Resident of uohtb@rm .au%,
have been previcusly repcrteém Followin :
of these conversations prepared by

25X1X6
25X1X6

The flrst appointment with Mr. Surcouf was
He cesmed sincers end frank and was very politel
We began spsaklng of friends and relatives in Laos,
news of our femily, of Vientians, of Peuse and of Xhong.
Souphanavong related ibw “he Lao nationalist

at ven oGlelocH,

He gave us
H.H.
movement arose:

The coup of 9 March 194%

The Frenech resistapnce in Laos

The Lao support of ihis resxaéanve.

My fuiﬁﬁi@ﬁs with Tiao Foun Oum and

Mistakes of the French upon the defsat of Japan: Colonel
fmfald At Luang rFrabang, Cdt. Bichelot at Xg Khouang,
Cat, Feyre at Vientlane. '

Captaln Dumonnet

%e declided thet the Tfault of “he Freach lay in having failed to
contact H.d. Tiae Maha-Oupsrat, President of the Council of
Yinisters of the Roval laos vuverﬂmcﬁtq at the end of the warp.
I otc: H.H. Tiao MahasOuparat is a title meaning
‘fecond in cemmand’; it refers to Chao Petsarath.)

25X1A6a

We spoke of the uart H.H. Tiao Savang played in these misunder-
standings, Mr. Surcouf tried to show that we have the Japanese,
Viets ang biameaa behind our movenent. Vs msde the point thgt
we have only the people behind us: we have no help from the
Japanese, Viets and Thais. I added thut I have received arus
from the 4llies, not Japasese arms - nothing but French, English
end American guns. _

#e placed the expulsion o7 our popular movement at the time of
the downfall of H.H. Tiao Mahawﬂupara§5x1Aga
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Ye brought out that E.H. Tiao Msha~Quparat stayed cut of the
movement and remained faithful to the King.

1 commented that at Savannakhet I contacted the French (Lt.

H who spent two days r,nd nightsat my houvse., Cn 17
25X1X6ze September 1945 they cttacked us; we lost 17 persons {(dead?),

25X1X6

Thet happened heczuse the Frenc% didn’t want to listen to reason
and wanted to disarm us. If they had been willing to form a bloc
with us and fight agsinst thelr enemies (alleged), the Viets,
nothing would have happenaoo

I entered Thakhek & September 1945 and was attacked by the FPrench
9 September 1945, 1t was the signgl for bloodshed. Cur despalr
at waiting for some unﬁarstandirg on the part of the French siems
from that moment, -

¥r. Surcouf deplored this situation, this misunderstending which
had suech disastrouss results, le seewmed very sincere and told us
we were right. Neverthelesgs he reproached us for being too
impatient and quick-tempered. e should have had the patience

to wait for true French {riends #nd spesk to them, He reproached
us for not having greatness of soul and teking into consideration
the Tzet that these actions of these French scoldiers showed they

were fools.

»

e left the‘meeting at 13253 ¥r. Surcouf handed us the modus
vivendi, We think he recognized: 1) The errors made by the
French military, 2) the war ended too quicklys betler men couldn't
be sent to us. He ignored all the bad things about the French
lle seems to judge other Frenchm@n by himgelf. T1e belleves we

owe them so meny thingss without Frunce we wouldn't be what we
are,

2. m The meetling began at $:15 &b Mr. Suvcoufl
asked us L0 te him what we want. H.H. Souphanavong started by

asking him to take into account the atmosphere in which the
note had been drawn up and to make exception for some few rare
friends who really understand us,

The note we sent the allles was read, MNr. Surcouf noted a little
exaggeration in this report, which was Judged too severe, but he
did recognize some truths, He sald France decided a long time ago
to. grant what the lLsos ask., The working agreement signed recently
was prepared a long time ago and wasn’t influenced by recent events.
Independence 1is beautiful, and Mr. Surcouf agreed we should have
it, but he questioned if we could exist and fight arainst ocutside
cangers end civil war. He ststed the main thing we wanted 1s
granted in the modus vivendi, but the details didn't suit us. :
He sald we have a basis of underotandlng, it is necessary to have
an agreement between Framco and the Laos. This cleared the way

to show different documents and reed different letters which bear
w%tngss to our willingness to urderstand and make ourselves under-
stood.

The document on Prince Savang was read.

in regard to the return of the four provinces, he asked us not

to provoke incldents, stating this would be dealt with by the Royal
Laog government. Ve explained to him we were not doing anything
and this issue had nothing to d¢ wilth us. UHe asked us 1f the Viets
or the Thais would provoke intidents. ¥Ye couldn't confirm this
because we think it is to be feared the Thais might suddenly attack.

ve -asked him to envisage the agreement between us before the -
transfer of these provinces
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ir. Surcouf offered us material zid during this reriod of
transition to prove to us me are not being ignored. He could

ask that money be sent to us, for example, eithoer through the
Laos government of through our relatives. We thanked him but
refused this helps stating Ahat il our relutives wanted to help
us, this would be a rersonzl matter. He sald he would be §lad

to dc something for us to make cur exile easier. Ke thanked him
and told him we &are able Lo take of ourselves because we were

gll working and were ready to continue if necessary. Ie asked

us to give him the names of our relastives cnd some informstion

on family relationships between Gs ¢nd people in Iaocs. We offerecd
to give him cories of certain documents zné the report,

The meetling adjourned approximately 1300. We had the impression
he hazd been won over tu our cause znd that our co ference had
generally been Irultful. He hrs bepun te understand us and undere
stend all the mistzkes of the French, We had gone to sce him
with the feeling there might be an argument. Yothing of this
sert occurred; he listernsx”’ to us attentively, even when we told
him thin s thzt were not very complimentary to the Frenck, ITe
tried to understand and he understood. He is truly franky; honest
and sincere, worth of respect, I pin many hopes on him. :

3 — e arrived at the meeting at <:00, an . attempt
was mace to reconstruct the fects and actions before and after

the Japanese coup of § Narch 1945,
Reconstruction of things that happernéd after Japan's defeat:

Chain of events during the days 11 and 12 October 1945,

- Formation of the lNationalist Covernment, i'r. Surcouf made notes
of the names and titles of perticipants,

It was specified li.H. Tiao kasha-Cuparat did not Join the movement.
Reconstruction of the events at luang Prabang: dethronement of
the King, gusrdimnship of FPrince Savang s recognhlition of the
constitution and the povernment by H.M. Sisavangvong,
Re-enthronement of the King.

Declaration of the King of not having signed egreenents with
representatives of France or other powers.

¥light of Colonel Imfeld from Lueng Prabang,

The battles of Savannakhet, Thakhek, Vientiane, Luang Prabang,
Houel-say and the approximste dutles of their loss.

Family relations hetween us and the Luotians now in Lacs,

Refusal of the Royal Family to send a representative with the
FPrench resistance. :

Ye left at 1200 with friendly wishes and drank to the good results
of foture talks, ;
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I formed the opinion that the Franco-Laos menagre is like
newlyweds who quarrel and, after a reconciliation, love each
other more than before,

4, Personal Impressions: &r. Surcoul arrears to be very sincere,
frank snd honest, but he is still the French colonial, perhaps
very polite and well brought up. He has an indescribable hatred
for the Viets. He despises the Kmers ond dislikes the Thals,

He wants to help us as far as possible, but he 1s certsin we - are
too weak and we could not govern ourselves. He underestimates us,
We can expect something from him, but not all we want.

“hen we speak to him of the Union Francalse instead of the
Federtticrn, he expleins that we gein by the Federation and without
it we coulén't ret aleng.

Cn the subject of the Union Francaise he said that.s.. 1if you
depend direetly on France, there will be finenciers, speculators
who will do exactly as they plezse. That weuld be very unfortunate,
It would be necessary to have an Indochinese organism to adapt
everything that comes from the mother country in Indochina.

It was at that moment I hzd the definite impressicn that he is

very colonial; it 1s people of his sort who made colonial expansion,
This impression cut down some of ny hopes znd lowered my opinion

of him, 25X1X6ze

Ve Conversation with Mme, Germaine Krull, _

lime, Krull is French by birth. She married a Dutehman, but she ig
now a widow. She was a militer; corredpondent in the dllied armies,
She seems to be very sympathetic toward netionaliisticd movements

but she is still a Frenchwoman., She deplores what French colonials
have done; that is what put them sgainst her, This 1s aiso the
reason she is in Bangkok rather than in Indo China. ,

“hen I told her we have a lot of faith in the intervention of

Mr. Surcouf, who seems to be very frenk, sincere and undergtanding,
she sald, "Be careful,. !lr, Surcyuf ls 3u5t &8 dangerous as he

1s polite and proper to you, He 18 suld to be the Bon Colonial
made for the colonies. Ie has said that the young Laotians are
too embitlous, they know nothing of 1life and claim to have unlimited
freedon, . That they ought to have now 1s a 1ittle freedom of
administration - a gfood condition with a ‘reasomsble balance with
which they could keep up a feeling of well-belng and that's all...
The emancipation of the coloniel races is certasin and inevitable,
Later on they, the young ones, will even povern the vhites, but

we have to prolong this situa%ion as long as it is possible for

us to do so, that is to say, before being their boys, they have

to be our boys as long as possible?, .

¥r, Surcouf is also supposed to have suld that the Laotians and
the fnnemites are so pretentious that they don't even went the
status of a Dominion.

HMme. Krull told me not to te simple end rut too much faith in
him. He is the Grand Colonial o? the type of Pavie and others who
could riever visualize the loss of the colonies whidh are the basis
of their very existence.

I wag firmly convinced thst Vme. krull is right and could be telling

the truth,
25X1X6 : _
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